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(54) Title: LAUNDRY PRODUCT PACK 

(57) Abstract 

A laundry product pack (10) is disclosed which com- 
prises two or more product compartments (20, 40) isolated 
from one another. A different laundry product (22, 42) is 
stored in each compartment (20, 40). Each compartment 
(20, 40) is provided with a respective closure cap (24, 44) 
associated with each of which is a dispensing means (26, 46) 
whereby each compartment (20, 40) can be opened indepen- 
dently from the or each other, so allowing the product (22. 
42) to be dispensed therefrom. 
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LAUNDRY PRODUCT PACK 

This invention relates to a pack for laundry or other 
washing products, and more particularly to a unitary pack 
for providing a plurality of different such laundry, 
5 especially detergent, products for selective use by a 
consumer . 

In recent years, developments in the art of detergents 
and other cleaning products have resulted in the 
availability of a variety of different types of such 

10 products, either in the form of powders or liquids, which 
have properties and are formulated so as to be suitable for 
a particular washing applications, such as for example the 
washing of particular types of fabric. For instance, a now 
common feature of some modern detergents is that they are 

15 specially designed for washing highly coloured fabrics with 
little or reduced tendencies of colours to fade upon 
repeated washing. Certain other modern detergents are 
designed to be particularly suited for cleaning fabrics in 
low temperature washing regimes, and/or for cleaning 

20 typically white or strongly colourfast fabric substrates 
with a high bleaching action. 

Up to now in the art of detergent and other laundry 
product packaging, packs of varying volume sizes, such as 
containers, bottles, sachets and cartons, contain a single 
25 product, the simple principle being that the consumer 
purchases a single pack according to the selected choice of 
detergent or other product he/she wishes to buy and use. 

Currently therefore, if consumers wish to take 
advantage, in different washing applications, of the 
30 different properties of these various application-specific 
products that are available, then they must purchase more 
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than one pack. Not only does this incur, or be seen by the 
consumer as incurring, increased cost, but it also means 
that the consumer is faced with at least perceived, or maybe 
actual, inconvenience of yet another item of purchase which 
has to be transported and stored. Furthermore, in modern 
times the typical brand consumer tends to purchase only a 
single given brand or type of laundry product on a regular 
basis, as a result of habit and/or brand loyalty, which is 
particularly prevalent in the field of detergent products. 

Indeed, consumers of limited ranges of brands and/or 
types of detergent or other laundry products may be unaware 
of other such products that are available, or at least 
ignorant of the benefits that such other products can offer. 
This makes it difficult for manufacturers to introduce new 
products successfully or to balance sales of lesser known 
or lesser used products against other perhaps better 
established, brands or product types. 

There is therefore a need for a means of redressing the 
above problems, especially by way of a specially designed 
type of package which on the one hand enables consumers to 
take advantage of or to be educated as to the benefits 
associated with various different laundry products, 
especially detergents which are available on a given 
supermarket shelf for example, and on the other hand assists 
manufacturers and retailers to boost or otherwise control 
sales of particular desired products in accordance with the 
habits and tendencies of consumers to purchase other, 
different particular products. 

Accordingly, in a first aspect, the present invention 
provides a unitary laundry product pack including a first 
compartment containing a first laundry product, and at least 
one other compartment isolated from the first compartment 
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and containing a or a respective different laundry product, 
wherein each compartment has means for dispensing therefrom 
the respective product contained therein. 

In preferred embodiments of the invention, the pack 
5 takes the form of two or more (however many separate 
compartments there are desired to be) containers integrally 
joined together, such as by -virtue of a common wall or 
portion of a wall, or by means of a uniting web or other 
structural element linking the separate containers together 
10 to form a unitary pack. 

Particularly preferred is a unitary pack comprising two 
separate containers, each one being of a shape and form 
similar to a conventional laundry product container, which 
are joined together along corresponding side walls thereof 
15 by a web of the material from which the containers 
themselves are formed. 

Very desirable is that the unitary web is dimensioned 
and sufficiently strong and rigid such that it substantially 
avoids bending and the risk of being manually torn, whereby 
20 the web joining the compartments of the pack maintains it 
substantially rigid and creates a substantially permanent 
join between the individual compartments of the pack. 

According to the invention, any desired laundry 
product types may be contained in the individual 

25 compartments of the pack. A typical example is, in a 
preferred embodiment, a different solid detergent powder in 
each compartment of a two- compartment unitary pack. By way 
of example, one powder may be designed especially for use 
on highly coloured (or non-colourf ast) fabrics, while the 

30 other powder is designed for outstanding bleaching 
performance of eg. white or non-coloured fabrics at low 
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washing temperatures. 

Combinations of other solid detergent products, or 
combinations of liquid detergent products, or even 
combinations of liquid and solid products are also possible, 
as are combinations of detergents with other laundry 
products, eg. fabric conditioners, stiffening/starching 
products, and such-like. Examples of all the above product 
types are well known commercially. 

In preferred embodiments of the invention, the 
dispensing means with which each compartment is provided 
comprises a mouth having closure means associated therewith, 
for example a screw cap, a hinged flap closure, a stopper 
closure or any other suitable closure means known in the 
art . 

Most preferably, the closure means of each compartment 
comprises a hinged flap which at the same time as being 
opened forms a pouring spout via which product from the 
compartment can be selectively delivered for instance into 
a dosing shuttle or directly into a washing machine 
dispenser device . 

To enable product to be dispensed from each compartment 
individually and with ease, especially by . tipping or 
pouring, it is preferable that the closure/dispensing means 
of each compartment is provided at an upper region thereof 
at a location remote from the or each other neighbouring 
compartment . 

It is desirable for the compartments of the unitary 
pack of the invention to be refillable with the respective 
laundry products, as is the trend nowadays in the context 
of single -compartment detergent packs. Accordingly, in 
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preferred embodiments of the invention the compartments of 
the pack may each comprise a removable cap or lid which 
provides ready access to the compartment interior for refill 
purposes. Conveniently, the closure/dispensing means of 
5 each compartment may be carried by or be formed as an 
integral element of, the respective cap or lid. 

The size and chape of- the unitary pack of the 
invention, and particularly the volume of each compartment, 
may be selected as required or as desired in accordance with 

10 the type of product to be contained therein and/or the 
washing or other application for which the product is 
intended to be used. For instance, if all the products 
contained in the pack are to be used by the consumer 
generally at the same rate, eg. in the case of two different 

15 formulations of detergent powder such as one for coloured 
fabrics and one for whites, then the compartments may be of 
equal volumes. If, on the other hand, the products 
contained in the pack are to be used by the consumer at 
different rates, eg. in the case of a detergent product in 

20 combination with a fabric conditioner, then the volumes of 
the individual compartments may differ and may be selected 
according to the typical rates of use by volume of the 
respective products. 

The pack of the invention may be formed of any suitable 
25 material as is known in the art of detergent packaging. 
Preferred is a plastics material, eg. high density 
polyethylene. 

In preferred forms, the pack is formed by blow- or 
injection moulding, preferably in a single step, as a one 
30 piece moulding. Alternatively the pack may take the form 
of a collapsible mult i- compartment bag or like article. 
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Optionally, the pack of the invention may be provided 
with a handle for ease of carrying and dispensing the 
products therefrom. 



According to a second aspect of the present invention, 
there is proposed a method of providing a plurality of 
different laundry products for selective use by a consumer, 
the method comprising providing a unitary laundry product 
pack including a first compartment containing a first one 
of the said plurality of laundry products, and at least one 
other compartment isolated from the first compartment and 
containing a or a respective different one of said plurality 
of laundry products, wherein each compartment has means for 
dispensing therefrom the respective laundry product 
contained therein, whereby each said laundry product is 
selectively dispensable from its respective compartment via 
the respective dispensing means according to the needs or 
wishes of the consumer. 



The present invention further provides, in a third 
aspect, a unitary pack for presenting to the consumer a 
plurality of different laundry products for his/her 
selective use, the packing including a first compartment for 
containing a first one of said laundry products, and at 
least one other compartment isolated from the first 
compartment and for containing a or a respective different 
one of said laundry products, wherein each compartment has 
means for dispensing therefrom a respective laundry product 
contained therein. 



In a fourth aspect the invention provides a method of 
dispensing a selected one of a plurality of laundry products 
from a unitary laundry product pack according to the first 
aspect of the invention, the method comprising the steps of: 
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(i) selecting a particular one of said laundry products to 
be dispensed, and 

(ii) dispensing said selected laundry product from its 
respective compartment via its respective dispensing means. 

5 As used herein, the term "laundry product" is not to 

be construed as being strictly limited to products for use 
in washing or otherwise treating clothes. Any product used 
in cleaning or related treatments of any types of fabric, 
or even other substrates, for any purpose is intended to be 
10 encompassed by this term. 

A preferred embodiment of the present invention will 
now be described in detail, by way of example only, with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the preferred unitary 
15 laundry product pack according to the invention; 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the pack of 
Figure 1, showing a closure/dispensing device of one of the 
compartments in an open position; and 

20 Figure 3 is a top view of the laundry pack of Figure 

1. 

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, a unitary pack for a 
plurality of different laundry products, referred to 
generally by the reference numeral 10, includes a first 
25 compartment 20 containing a first laundry product 22, and 
a second compartment 40 containing a second laundry product 
42. The compartments 20, 40 are of equal volume, and are 
permanently and substantially rigidly joined together with 
a longitudinal connecting web 12. 
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The compartments 20, 40 are fitted with respective 
closure caps 24, 44 that can be removed to expose respective 
mouth openings 25, 45 for initial filling or re-filling of 
the compartments 20, 4 0 with their respective laundry 
products 22, 42 as and when desired. 

Each of the closure caps 24, 44 is formed with a 
respective pouring spout 26,' 4 6 to provide a means of 
dispensing the product from each respective compartment 20, 
40. Each pouring spout 26, 46 is in the form of a hinged 
flap, preferably with a detent arrangement to maintain it 
in the closed condition to guard against unwanted egress or 
leakage of product from each compartment 20, 40. 

The first and second compartments 20, 4 0 of the pack 
10 and also the connecting web 12 are formed together as a 
one-piece blow-moulding from plastics material, eg. HDPE. 
Each closure cap 24, 44, together with its respective 
closure/dispensing means 26, 46, is also formed as a one- 
piece blow- or injection-moulding, preferably of the same 
material. The thickness of the connecting web 12 is 
selected such that the required degree of inflexibility 
thereof is inbuilt to give the pack the desired unitary, 
rigid single purchase item character. 

By way of example, the first laundry product 22 in the 
first compartment 20 of the pack is a solid, particulate or 
granular detergent powder composed and formulated so as to 
be particularly suited to the washing of fabrics with strong 
colours, eg. the detergent powder sold by Unilever under the 
trade mark PERSIL COLOUR, whereas the second laundry product 
42 in the second compartment 40 of the pack is a solid, 
particulate or granular detergent powder composed and 
formulated so as to be particularly suited to the washing 
of fabrics with a high bleaching action at low washing 
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temperatures, eg. the detergent powder sold by Unilever 
under the trade mark PERSIL POWER. 

In accordance with the invention, therefore, the 
provision of these two different detergent powder products 
5 in separate compartments of a unitary pack purchasable and 
usable by the consumer as a single purchased item enables 
the consumer to be provided simply and conveniently with 
multiple products for use in different applications, as 
desired and as selectable by the consumer. 

10 It is to be understood that the present invention has 

been described above by way of example only with reference 
to a specific exemplary preferred embodiment . Many 
variations and modifications from that which has been 
specifically described and illustrated are possible within 

15 the scope of the invention, as will be readily apparent to 
persons skilled in the art. 
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CLAIMS ; - 



1. A unitary laundry product pack (10) including a first 
compartment (20) containing a first laundry product (22), 
and at least one other compartment (40) isolated from the 
first compartment (20) and containing a or a respective 
different laundry product (42), wherein each compartment 
(20,40) has means (26,46) for dispensing therefrom the 
respective product (22,42) contained therein. 

2. A pack according to claim 1, wherein the said 
compartments (20,40) comprise two or more containers 
integrally joined together by virtue of a common wall or 
portion of a wall, or by means of a uniting web (12) or 
other structural element linking the separate containers 
(20,40) together to form the said unitary pack (10). 

3. A pack according to claim 2, wherein two said- 
containers (20,40) are provided and joined by a uniting web 
(12) of material from which the said containers are formed, 
the said web (12) being dimensioned and sufficiently strong 
and rigid such that it substantially avoids bending and 
being manually torn. 



4. A pack according to any preceding claim, wherein each 
compartment (20,40) of the pack (10) contains a different 
solid particulate or granular detergent powder product 
(22,42). 



5. A pack according to any preceding claim, wherein the 
dispensing means (26,46) with which each compartment is 
provided comprises a mouth having closure means associated 
therewith. 



A pack according to claim 5, wherein the 
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closure/dispensing means (26,46) of each compartment is 
provided at an upper region thereof at a location remote 
from the or each other neighbouring compartment. 

7. A pack according to any preceding claim, wherein each 
5 compartment (20,40) is of the same size and/or volume. 

8. A method of providing a plurality of different laundry 
products (22,42) for selective use by a consumer, the method 
comprising providing a unitary laundry product pack (10) 
including a first compartment (20) containing a first one 

10 of the said plurality of laundry products, and at least one 
other compartment (40) isolated from the first compartment 
(20) and containing a or a respective different one of said 
plurality of laundry products, wherein each compartment has 
means (26,46) for dispensing therefrom the respective 

15 laundry product contained therein, whereby each said laundry 
product (22,42) is selectively dispensable from its 
respective compartment via the respective dispensing means 
according to the needs or wishes of. the consumer. 

9. A unitary pack for presenting to the consumer a 
20 plurality of different laundry products (22,42) for his/her 

selective use, the pack (10) including a first compartment 
(2 0) for containing a first one of said laundry products 
(22), and at least one other compartment (40) isolated from 
the first compartment (20) and for containing a or a 
25 respective different one of said laundry products, wherein 
each compartment (20,40) has means (26,46) for dispensing 
therefrom a respective laundry product contained therein. 

10. A method of dispensing a selected one of a plurality 
of laundry products from a unitary laundry product pack 

30 according to any one of claims 1 to 7, the method comprising 
the steps of:- 
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(i) selecting a particular one of said laundry 
products to be dispensed, and 

(ii) dispensing said selected laundry product from its 
respective compartment via its respective 
dispensing means. 
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